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What is our experience? 

• Monitoring of the EU Sustainable 
Development Strategy  

 

 

 
Statistical support to Europe 2020, 
the EU's overall strategy for smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth  
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10 main themes 
 

12 headline indicators 
 

 100+ total indicators 

• EU Sustainable 
Development 
Strategy 
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 5 main themes 
 
 8 headline indicators 
 
 80+ descriptive 

indicators 

Europe 2020  
Strategy  
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What do we do? 

Methodology 
Assist in defining 

goals and 
targets 

Data collection Ensuring Quality  

Analysis Dissemination Communication 
Stakeholder 
consultation 
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Message 1: An independent and 
transparent monitoring  

• The EU Sustainable Development Strategy gave 
Eurostat the mandate to prepare, every two 
years, a monitoring report on SD in the EU. 

 

• This ensured an independent monitoring 
process, grounded on sound statistical practices 
and a transparent assessment methodology.  
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Monitoring is more than 
just disseminating data 
 

Easy-to-interpret 
assessment symbols help 
communicate the main 
message carried by 
indicators 
 
 

Message 2: Communicating with 
indicators 
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Message 3: Translating global 
targets into country targets 

• The Europe 2020 headline indicators provide a 
unique example of how overall targets can be 
translated into national targets:  

 

• EU aggregate target only (SDIs) 

• EU aggregate target + Individual country targets 

• EU aggregate target + Individual country targets 
based on tailor-made indicators 
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Message 4: Engaging the statistical 
community early on 

• Policy-makers 

• (Endorse targets and indicators) 

 

 

 

• Statistical community 

• Example 1: EU SDIs Task Force   

• Example 2: Europe 2020 Indicator sub-groups 

• (Bring together policy departments and statistical experts to 
discuss and propose potential indicators or target breakdowns)  
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